
Teaching Reading, 

Spelling and 

Handwriting in Year 2

The Bellbird Primary School



Aims

To provide guidance on:

 How we teach reading and spelling.

 How parents can support with the development 

of their child’s reading and writing.



Daily Phonics and Spelling

• Every day, the children take part in either a phonics 
or a spelling session.

• These sessions last for approximately 20 minutes. 

• The focus is on application of phonics and spelling 
into writing.

• In year 2, we have TA support in the morning.

• The content links directly to the words that are sent 
home each Friday for the children to learn at home.



Dictation Exercises

 The children happily played on the grass

with their teddy bears.

 Your parents are over there.

 They quickly tidied their bedroom.



Little Wandle Spelling

Autumn 1 – Children revise and consolidate their 

knowledge of phase 5

Autumn 2 – The children take part in daily spelling 

sessions with the class teacher.

Weekly spelling lists are linked to the Little Wandle

spelling work for that week.



A New Vocabulary!

▪ - Vowels – a, e, I, o and u.

▪ - the children identify long and short vowel sounds e.g. drop is 
short and cloud is long.

▪ Some letters combine to make vowel digraphs e.g. ou

▪ Consonants – the letters which are not vowels.

▪ Suffix – an ‘ending’ used at the end of a word to turn it into 
another word e.g. –ing, -ed, - ful, -ness, -ment and –ly.

▪ Singular and plural – If a word end in  ss, zz, ch, tch, sh and x 
add es. 

▪ If a noun ends in y, change the y to i and add -es



A New Vocabulary!

▪ - silent letters – thumb, know and write

▪ - Homophones – Words which sound the same but have a 

different spelling and a different mean e.g. their, there and 

they’re and blue and blew.

▪ Using the apostrophe for contraction – e.g. didn’t and couldn’t

▪ -using the possessive apostrophe with singular nouns – e.g. 

the man’s coat



Homophones







Supporting your child with 

Spelling

 Little and often – practise spelling a few words 

each evening.

 Ask your child to explain the spelling pattern. 

 Write spellings as rainbow words:

 Dropping

 Write words as pyramid words:



Supporting your child with 

Spelling

 Look say cover write and check – practise 

spellings on the sheet that is sent home each 

week.

 Watch Mr Thorne on Youtube for additional 

practice with phonics and spelling.

 https://www.spellingplay.co.uk/



Supporting your child with 

Spelling

 Be the teacher or Spelling Police - Write a sentence 

using some of your child’s spellings  and ask them to 

use a coloured pen to correct your spelling 

mistakes.

 Shannon’s Game and Hangman – Play this game using 

words from the weekly list. For extra challenge have 

a time limit.

 Silly sentences – Orally compose funny sentences 

using words from the weekly list e.g. The sausage 

dog skipped along the road and slipped on a huge 

pile of jelly.



Supporting your child with 

Spelling

 Adapt a board game – Use a game such as snakes and ladders. 

Play the game in the conventional way but in order to go up a 

ladder the player has to spell one of the words from their 

weekly spelling list or from previous lists before they can 

ascend the ladder.

 Hunting for Homophones –Hide some homophone pairs around 

the garden or in the house e.g, knight, night, wear and where, 

bear and bare. The children have to find these and put them 

with their pair. The adult says a sentence e.g. I like to wear my  

trainers to the park. 

 Your child holds up the correct homophone.



Supporting your child with 

Spelling

 Spelling Search – Use old magazines for newspapers. If the 

children are learning to spell plurals, ask them to find as many 

plurals as they can which end with -es and -s. They could sort 

these into groups and explain why some end in -es and with 

some words you just add -s. For some extra challenge add a 

time limit and a target.

 Speed write – Use a timer. Ask your child to predict how many 

times they will write a particular word in a minute. The 

children try to beat their target making sure that they spell the 

word correctly.



Supporting your child with 

Spelling

 When learning tricky words, use the mnemonics 

developed by the school:



Supporting your child with 

Spelling

 The golden rule is – Make it Fun!

 If your child is really struggling to learn their 

spellings at home then talk to the class 

teacher for advice and support.



Reading with your Child at 

Home



Reading in Year 2

 At the start of the year, many children will still be reading the Collins 

Big Cat phonics reading books. 

 Children reading at this level will read their book in reading practice 

sessions and after their second or third reading session they will take 

the book home to read with an adult.

 In school, reading session 1 focuses on fluency. In the second session 

children practise reading aloud with expression. In the final session 

the children discuss key vocabulary and they answer questions about 

the book.

 In addition to their reading practice book, the children take home a 

library book to share with their adults at home.



Reading in Year 2

 Once the children are ready they will move on to purple 

books. These books are not 100% phonically decodable and 

your child may struggle with this at first. Remind the children 

to use their phonics.

 Children who are reading purple, gold, white and lime books 

take part in one reading practice session a week.

 By the end of year 2, the national expectation is that a child 

should be reading fluently and with understanding books at 

the top of the gold band or white books.



Helping Your Child at Home

 Listen to your child read as often as you can. Every day is ideal. 

Sessions do not need to be long and drawn out. Little and often 

generally works best.

 Praise your child for the effort that they are putting into the 

reading. Be specific in your praise.

 Take it in turns – you read a page and your child reads a page.

 Read two pages, close the book and count back from a given 

number. How much can your child tell you about the two pages? 

Over time, extend the number of pages.



Helping your Child at Home

 When you have finished a story, walk through the story, 

looking at the pages to support your discussion. Together 

retell the story. You can use different voices for different 

characters and involve toys in the role play and re-telling. 

 It is fine for your child to not enjoy reading a particular book.

 As well as school reading books, encourage your child to 

read recipes, instructions for games or LEGO, notices and 

signs when you are out and about.

 Read in a quiet place away from distractions such as 

computers and televisions.



Helping your Child at Home

If your child is stuck on a word, try the following:

Sound out the first and the last letter.

Break the word into parts      y-e-s-t-er-d-ay

Read the earlier part of the sentence.

Miss the word out – read ahead and see if this helps.

Are there any clues in the picture?





• Describe where Reese lived?

• Find and point to a word which means 
the same as ‘saw’.

• Find and point to word which means the 
same as ‘sad.”

• How does Reese feel at this point in the 
story?



• What does “headed to the woods” 
mean?

• Which plants called out to Reese?



Follow up Activities

 Show me your favourite part of the story. Why 

do you like this page so much?

 Describe the main character in the story.

 Which other stories do we know that have a 

magical character with a problem? How are 

these stories similar to or different to this 

story?

 Use mini figures or similar toys to retell the 

story. Join in and use different voices for 

different characters.



All reading should be 

enjoyable and successful 



Useful Websites

 www.oxfordowl.co.uk

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/


Useful Websites

 www.lovereading4kids.co.uk

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/


www.dkfindout.com



Can you help?



Handwriting

 The learning progression in year 2 is as 
follows:

 Correct formation of capital letters.

 The correct formation of numbers.

 Teaching letter formations with lead -ins. 
We are currently practising long ladder 
letters and curly caterpillar letters.

 Later in the year we will be joining our 
letters.





Letter-join Handwriting Scheme



 Our chosen handwriting 

style

 We use lead-in and lead-

out lines

Handwriting at our school



Handwriting at our school



Letter-join log-in



 Log in to Letter-join 

 Patterns

 Easy letters

 Easy words

 Harder letters

 Harder words

 More letters

Making the most of Letter-join at 

home



How Parents can Support at 

Home

 Encourage correct sitting and good posture. 
Where possible it is best if the children’s feet are 
resting on the floor.

 Practise the formation of letters little and often. 

 Practise forming the letters correctly with paint, 
crayons, chunky chalk or with a stick and some  
mud.

 Encourage the children to play with playdoh and 
building bricks such as LEGO. Use tweezers to 
pick up a selection of small objects. Use a timer –
can you beat your time?



How Parents can Support at 

Home





Any Questions?


